Presidents Report – 2011
2011 has been another good year for the Marist Club with continued player growth both in numbers and hockey development.
It gives me great pleasure to report on the activities of the Club as we complete our 6th Season as Marist Hockey.
This time last year a team of us set about recruiting for our newly created Hockey Development Officer position. This role had long been planned in our club. While our player numbers was great, we needed to commit to ensuring all players in our club develop to their full potential. As a result of the recruitment process, Cathy Baker was appointed in February 2011 to head Hockey Development at Marist. 
The season once again started in February with pre season training for our Senior Club and then March trails for our 11 Aside and Super 8 teams. Once trials were completed we had our registration day which saw player numbers once again increase on the previous year.
As has happened over the last few years, continued growth in numbers has put a lot of work on those administering the club.  I would like to make special mention of Jason MacGregor, Sue Boyd, Mary Murdoch, Angela Baker and Angela Balchin for the hard work they did this year to put players into teams, manage the collection of subs and communicate to Club members through our Web Site.
As our Club numbers have grown, so has the requirement for Coaches, Managers and Umpires. As I said earlier we were able to support that better this year with the introduction our Cathy Baker our Hockey Development Officer. I would also like to thank the many senior players coaching and umpiring in our lower Grades. Without the support of these players (and in many cases their parents) our club would not have been able to field so many teams in 2011.
One again our feeder School program worked well, where all players Intermediate and below where possible are keep as a School group playing in Marist colours.

Our Club this year was able to take the full benefit of the use of Marist Park for trainings and fundraising.  Through the BBQ’s we hold in conjunction with St Bede’s, we raised over $4,000.00. Marist Park has certainly put our club on the map and has been a “God send” given the earthquakes of 2010/11. The focus of the Trust that manages the park is to make available some changing and toilet facilities before the start of the 2012 season.
During the season we once again held 3 social events. Two were teams based with a mid season get together and the other being our prize giving. Our first social night was changed into a Marist Idol night with great support from all. Great idea Cathy!  Numbers attending these events were again very high. 

Our quiz night fundraiser raised around $ 5,000 this year with around 250 attendees. The highlight of the night was Leigh Hart (that Guy) who was our  Master of Ceremonies for the event. He certainly added another dimension to the night.
Our Club is still in very good shape financially, again making a surplus this year. I would like to thank all sponsors of the club who assisted our club in general and especially our Hockey Development program. 
On fundraising, you will see in our financials that we are now very dependent on our own internal Fundraising and Subs. That said, our very able grants manager, Philippa Gray has done a great job again getting funding from the respective Charities this year, with grants totalling over $14,000 having been received.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank both St Bede’s College and St Joseph’s Parish for the use of their facilities for social functions and meetings during the year. Both add to the success of our club.

Craig Duff, after having successfully got our club to Silver “Club Mark” status last year, got the bit between his teeth and led our committee through the Gold “Club Mark” program. As a result of this work I am pleased to announce that we are the first Hockey Club in Canterbury to achieve Gold “Club Mark” status.  Thank you so much Craig. For someone who didn’t have a child playing for the club this year, you did a lot of work in true Marist spirit.
Before I hand over to our very able Club Captains, I would like to recognise the effort of my committee. In the last year we have met most months with a committee attendance of 10-14 people for every meeting. It is so pleasing to see such a great turn out of such a willing group of people.
In the year ahead we have a busy schedule with many milestones to meet.

· Further development of Players, Coaches and Umpires through our Hockey Development program.
· The introduction of a new Women’s Division 3 team and another Youth Team 
· Get more boys playing the game. A follow on from our Boys Summer program.
· Getting more closely aligned with St Bede’s Hockey 
· Developing a Hockey Academy for both Marist and St Bede’s Hockey Clubs 
Finally I would like to thank you all for your support during 2011. Being President of Marist is made so much easier by a very able Committee and a great group of players and parents. 

Our Marist Club has something very special about it. Let’s build on it in true Marist spirit and be the club in Canterbury that others don’t mind losing to because of the way we play and behave.
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Christmas break and look forward to seeing you all at Marist in 2012.

Kind regards

Nick Harris

PRESIDENT
