Marist Hockey Junior Club 2011

The 2011 season started on a very positive note with our junior playing numbers consistent with the previous season despite the challenges faced by many.  Following registrations, all players from 2010 who had not registered were contacted to find out their intentions for the season.  This enabled us ensure that every player was given the opportunity to be placed in a team with the support required to enable them to play. Some players had left town but were returning during the season and others joined clubs in Wanaka, Blenheim and the West Coast. 
Thanks to Mary Murdoch, Angela Balchin and Jason Macgregor for all of their hard work with registrations and subscriptions. 
The appointment of Cathy Baker as Development Officer in February provided a positive start for the season.  Cathy was available early on to assist with team selections at the 11Aside and Super 8 trials. Cathy was always at the turf assisting coaches on Tuesdays and Thursdays and became a familiar face at junior venues on Saturday mornings. 
Team numbers remained consistent at 29 with the following teams: 
Teams 



2011

2010

2012 (Proposed teams)
11Aside Girls


  
 3

   2

   4


11Aside Boys


 1

   1

   1

Super 8 Girls


  
 4

   3

  3-4
Super 8 Boys

    
 1

   1

    1
Intermediate 8 Girls 

 4

   5

    4
Intermediate 8 Boys

  
 0

   1

    1
Junior 8 Girls 


 6

   7

    6
Junior 8 Boys 


 2

   1

    1

Mini Girls



 5

   6

    6
 
Mini Boys/Mixed 

   
 3

   2

    3
I would like to thank all coaches and managers for their hard work with the teams this season. Initially with the changes in schooling and additional travel times across town it was difficult to get coaches for all teams. However with the help of Cathy, parents and students we were able to enter all teams with an official coach before the season started. I would also like to thank our junior umpires Bernie, Danielle, Ellen, Anya and Monica who umpired our Super 8 teams this season. 
Thanks to Lynda, Daphne and helpers for getting all teams kitted out with uniforms and goalie gear. This is a huge job; our teams are always well resourced and look fantastic on the field. 
Our boy’s side of the club is growing steadily in the junior grades.  We will continue to develop our boys and need to be more proactive prior to registration.  We have been running boys fun sessions this term on a Friday night. This was marketed towards boys in Year 4 and above and we have attracted 22 boys, some new to hockey and others who have played before. Thanks to Cathy and Stu Balchin for their assistance with implementing these sessions.  In hindsight a Friday night during the last term of school is not ideal as we are competing with Tennis, Cricket and Christmas events however the boys who are turning up are having lots of fun.  A number of these boys play other sports but would also play hockey if they could.

This season, our successful Junior 8 boys were made up of Rugby and Soccer players so we requested an 8.00am game each week. The boys never missed a game and if possible will all play again next season. The 11Aside Boys had another very successful season under the expert guidance of Alex and Josh Murdoch.

As predicted we were able to enter 3 11Aside girls’ teams this season and numbers suggest we will have at least 60 players trialling for 11Aside girls teams next season.  We will need to decide how our teams will be structured to cater for all levels of ability and development of players. We have strength in numbers and we must get it right from the beginning to be equally strong on the field throughout the junior grades. 

All teams were encouraged to train on Marist Park and Cathy was there every Tuesday and Thursday to assist coaches with skills and drills. Some of the Mini teams chose to train at school for convenience to players and parents. Three teams from Sumner also chose not to travel to Marist Park due to the logistics of getting across town in peak traffic. Our vision for next season is to have all teams train on the turf with Cathy there to assist with coaching and development. 
The Marist Junior club has strength in numbers. We now need to build on this strength by developing our players, coaches and umpires. I would like to thank all members of the Marist hockey community for supporting our teams this season. It is the “Marist Way” that will ensure our club remains strong now and in the future.
Angela Baker

Junior Club Captain 2011
